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Abstract

This research titled “The Development of Fundamental Drum Set
Performance Skills for Undergraduate Students” aimed to explore approaches for
developing basic drum set performance skills. The study employed a qualitative
research methodology, collecting data through in-depth interviews with three expert
drum instructors who have experience in both undergraduate teaching and the
professional music industry. The data were analyzed using content analysis to
formulate guidelines for skill development, and a set of practice exercises was
developed and evaluated by experts for quality.

The results indicated that fundamental drum set performance skills should
consist of four main components: (1) tempo and rhythm skills, which form the
foundation for maintaining timing consistency; (2) hand technique, including stick
control and basic sticking patterns; (3) foot technique, involving effective control of the
bass drum pedal and hi-hat; and (4) coordination and independence between hands
and feet, which is essential for performing various groove styles. In addition, step-by-
step practice, the use of a metronome, and supplementary learning materials such as
audio files were found to enhance skill development. The findings led to the
development of structured practice guidelines and progressive exercises from basic to
advanced levels, covering all four skill areas. The exercises were provided in the form

of QR codes or browser links, including Tempo & Rhythm, Hand Technique, Foot



Technique, and Coordination & Independence. Each section contains exercises
supported by learning materials such as rhythmic pattern images and audio tracks,
enabling systematic practice. Furthermore, four original compositions in Disco, Pop
Rock, Funk, and Songo styles were created to assess students’ performance skills by
integrating all four fundamental components. The developed materials can be applied
in teaching and practical training, helping to address unsystematic practice and

promoting continuous and sustainable development of drum set performance skills.

Keywords: Drum set Performance Skills, Fundamental Drum set Skills, Drum

set Performance Skills for Undergraduate Students
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