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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were (1) to compare the achievement on using of visual
media and personal media in creating knowledge and awareness of effective microorganisms
(EM) utilization, (2) to study the effectiveness of visual media for creating knowledge of EM
utilization in the farmer target groups and (3) to study the efficiency of the integrated form of
communication to enhance knowledge and awareness of the target groups. The research samples
included 30 farmers from Taweewattana, Nonthaburi province and 30 farmers from Bangduan,
Bangkok. Data were collected using questionnaire, television, magazines, journals and
newspapers with EM content, and were statistically analyzed by arithmetic mean, standard
deviation and t — test for dependent samples.

The findings revealed as follows.

The farmers obtained EM information from television at the highest level while
magazines and journals were rated at the moderate level. Information from radio, people and
newspapers were found at the lowest level. Knowledge evaluation of EM before and after using
the media by 60 farmers was reported by the mean scores as the follows: (1) Selection of EM
buying scores were 3.23 and 3.63. (2) Using of EM scores were 3.24 and 3.71. (3) Maintenance
of effective microorganisms scores were 3.61 and 3.91. In overview, before and after using
integrated communication patterns were significantly different (p< 0.01).

Keywords: Effective microorganisms (EM), Science Communication, Integrated

Communication
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